Page 11, lines 24-25: Change "Z phase equipped incremental encoders" to - incremental 
encoders with a Z phase pulse -. 

In the Claims : 

Please amend claims 1-4 to read as follows: 

1 . (Amended) A synchronization controller including controllers of a master section and 
at least one slave section, each for controlling an electric motor, said synchronization controller 
serving to accurately synchronize a rotational frequency and a rotation phase of each said electric 
motor or a machine shaft driven by each said electric motor, each said slave section controller 
comprising: 

a master rotational frequency detector and a master phase counter for detecting 
simultaneously at all times a rotational frequency signal and a phase signal from an output of a 
rotary encoder coupled with the electric motor in the master section or from an output of a rotary 
encoder coupled with the machine shaft driven by said electric motor, said rotary encoder 
comprising an incremental encoder with a Z phase pulse, and said master phase counter operating 
to count the output pulses of said encoder and being cleared with said Z phase pulse; 

a slave rotational frequency detector and a slave phase counter for detecting 
simultaneously at all times a rotational frequency signal and a phase signal from an output of a 
rotary encoder coupled with the electric motor in the slave section or from an output of a rotary 
encoder coupled with the machine shaft driven by said electric motor, said rotary encoder 
comprising an incremental encoder with a Z phase pulse and said slave phase counter operating 
to count the output pulses of said encoder and being cleared with said Z phase pulse; and 

a phase deviation calculator for detecting a rotational phase deviation from the outputs of 



said master phase counter and said slave phase counter at all times, according to counted 
overflow pulses and the counted output pulses of said master phase counter and said slave phase 
counter, there being matched an origin of the electric motor in the master section and an origin of 
the electric motor in the slave section, or matched an origin of the machine shaft driven by the 
electric motor in the master section and an origin of the machine shaft driven by the electric 
motor in the slave section to achieve synchronous control. 

2. (Amended) A synchronization controller including a controller of a slave section for 
controlling an electric motor, said synchronization controller serving to accurately synchronize a 
rotational frequency and rotation phase of said electric motor or a machine shaft driven by said 
electric motor with a rotational frequency signal pulses and a Z phase pulse signal electronically 
generated within and outputted from a master section, said slave section controller comprising: 

a master rotational frequency detector and a master phase counter for simultaneously 
detecting the rotational frequency signal and the phase signal from an output of an incremental 
encoder with a Z phase pulse coupled with the electric motor in the master section or from an 
output of a rotary encoder coupled with the machine shaft driven by said electric motor outputted 
_ from the master section at all times, and said master phase counter operating to count the output 
signal pulses from said master section and being cleared with the Z phase pulse from said master 
section; 

a slave rotational frequency detector and a slave phase counter for detecting 
simultaneously at all times the rotational frequency signal and the phase signal from an output of 
an incremental encoder with a Z phase pulse coupled with the electric motor of the slave section 
or from an output of an incremental encoder with a Z phase pulse coupled with the machine shaft 



driven by the electric motor, and said slave phase counter operating to count the output pulses of 
said encoder and being cleared with said Z phase pulse; and 

a phase deviation calculator for detecting a rotational phase deviation from the outputs of 
said master phase counter and said slave phase counter at all times, according to counted 
overflow pulses and the counted output pulses of said master phase counter and said slave phase 
counter, there being matched an origin of said electric motor of the slave section or the machine 
shaft driven by said electric motor based upon the phase deviation detected by said phase 
deviation calculator to synchronize rotation phase of said electric motor or the machine shaft 
driven by said electric motor with the signal outputted from the master section. 

3. (Amended) A synchronization control method including a plurality of electric 
motors, each for driving at least one rotating machine shaft and a controller for a master section 
and at least one slave section, each said controller for controlling one of said electric motors, said 
synchronization control method serving to accurately synchronize a rotational frequency and 
rotation phase of each said electric motor or the machine shaft driven by each said electric motor, 
comprising the steps of: 

when all of said electric motors start their operations from a stopped state, simultaneously 

detecting at all times a rotational frequency signal and a phase signal from an output of an 
incremental rotary encoder with a Z phase pulse coupled with the electric motor in the master 
section or of a machine shaft driven by said electric motor and further simultaneously detecting at 
all times a rotational frequency signal and a phase signal from an output of an incremental rotary 
encoder with a Z phase pulse coupled with of the electric motor of in the slave section or of the 
machine shaft driven by the said electric motor; 



calculating a rotational phase deviation from said rotational frequency signal and said 
phase signal according to counted overflow pulses and counted output pulses of a master phase 
counter and a slave phase counter; and 

matching origins of said electric motors of in each slave section or of the machine shafts 
driven by said electric motors based upon said phase deviation during acceleration of all number 
of the electric motors or after all number of said electric motors reach a predetermined rotational 
frequency, and synchronizing the rotation phase of said electric motors or of the machine shafts 
driven by said electric motors with the phase signal outputted from the master section. 

4. (Amended) A synchronization control method including a plurality of electric 
motors, each for driving at least one rotating machine shaft and a controller for each of a master 
section and a slave section, each controller for controlling one of said electric motors, said 
synchronization control method serving to accurately synchronize a rotational frequency and 
rotation phase of each said electric motor or the machine shaft driven by each said electric motor, 
comprising the steps of: 

when some of said electric motors are in operation and others of said electric motors are 
imder interruption and the operation of ^the electric motors under inteiruption is started^ 
simultaneously detecting rotational frequency signals and phase signals from an output of an 
incremental rotary encoder with a Z phase pulse coupled with the electric motor in the master 
section or the machine shaft driven by said electric motor at all times and further simultaneously 
detecting the rotational frequency signals and the phase signals from an output of an incremental 
rotary encoder with a Z phase pulse coupled with the electric motor in each slave section or of 
the machine shaft driven by each said electric motor at all times; 



calculating a rotational phase deviation from said rotational frequency signals and said 
phase signals according to counted overflow pulses and counted output pulses of a master phase 
counter and a slave phase counter; and 

matching origins of said electric motors in each slave section or of the machine shafts 
driven by said electric motors based upon said phase deviation after said electric motors reach a 
predetermined rotational frequency to synchronize the rotation phase of said electric motors or of 
the machine shafts driven by said electric motors with the phase signal outputted from the master 
section. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-4 remain in this application. All claims are amended herein to more clearly 

define the invention and to further distinguish it from the prior art. Support for the amendments 
is found in the specification at page 9, lines 11-15; page 10, lines 14-20; page 11, lines 1 1-end; 
page 12, lines 1-23; and page 14, lines 5-12. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by the current 
amendment. The attached pages are captioned "Version with markings to show changes 
made." ... . _ -• - 

The drawing correction to FIG. 6 mentioned by the Examiner has now been made. 

In paragraph 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejected the claims under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Belson et al. U.S. Patent No. 3,644,806 or Belson et al. in view 
of the prior art of FIG. 6. Applicant submits that, in light of the amendments made herein, this 
ground of objection has now been overcome. Thus, amended claims 1-4 are now believed to be 
allowable. 



